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Background
 “All pregnant women should be advised of the availability of prenatal 
screening as early as possible in pregnancy, to allow time to discuss 
the options available and facilitate an informed choice” (HGSA and 
RANZCOG, 2007).

 A key component in the translation of genomics knowledge into health 
bene!ts is the development of educational resources and programs

 In 2005, the Of!ce of Population Health Genomics (OPHG) developed 
the Prenatal Screening and Diagnostic Tests booklet. This resource 
combined !ve screening and diagnosis booklets into a single booklet  
to assist pregnant women in their decision-making about !rst  
trimester screening. 

Objectives
 To evaluate the Prenatal Screening and Diagnostic Tests booklet  
against best practice guidelines regarding good quality patient  
health information.

 To evaluate the content and presentation of the Prenatal Screening  
and Diagnostic Tests booklet.

 To revise the Prenatal Screening and Diagnostic Tests booklet  
(if appropriate) against these evaluations.

 To review the OPHG evaluation framework for educational resources. 

Methods
The evaluation comprised three components:

 A review of the literature to identify best practice in the development of 
patient health information.

 A survey of health professionals.

 A survey of patients attending a private metropolitan ultrasound practice 
for a fetal anatomy survey (at approximately 19 weeks gestation).

Results
 Nineteen health professionals (11 GPs, 6 Genetic Counsellors,  
2 Obstetricians) and 25 patients completed evaluation surveys on  
the Prenatal Screening and Diagnostic Tests booklet.

 The majority of health professionals and patients indicated the content 
and presentation of the Prenatal Screening and Diagnostic Tests booklet 
was either “very good” or “good”.

 Suggestions to improve the booklet included:

 Ensure the language is easy to understand.

 Detail any costs for the tests.

 Provide information on both metropolitan and country Western 
Australian health services.

Future implications
 Results have been incorporated into the OPHG evaluation framework 
for educational resources.

 All OPHG resources to be reviewed and updated (if required) every  
two years.

 A checklist has been developed as part of the evaluation framework, 
which includes the following key areas:

 Presentation (e.g. layout and appropriate use of diagrams  
and pictures).

 Content (e.g. accuracy, readability).
 Marketing (ensuring the resources are distributed and promoted to 
relevant organisations).

 Monitoring (ensuring the resources are utilised in the correct context).

Examples of the brochures produced by the OPHG
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